
The YMCA of Sydney will operate
the Lodge on a day-to-day basis,
ensuring that visitors using the
facilities have an opportunity to
maximise their visit to the Park.

•Over the next 12 months we hope
to see a variety of groups make
bookings at the Lodge, including
corporate, sporting and local
community organisations,Ž
Mr Newman added.  

The new facility also helps to
reinforce Sydney Olympic Park
Authority•s goal to become a
premier destination for school
groups within New South Wales
and Australia.  

•The Lodge is part of an overall
vision for the Park over the next
twenty years, which includes the

development of a campus style
setting where students, business
leaders and the community can
work, live and learn together,Ž
Mr Newman said.

For more information, or to make 
a booking call 02 9714 7345 or visit
www.sydneyolympicpark.com.au/lodge
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New accommodation at the Park

April 2006

Students from Albion Park Rail Public School testing out the facilities at the Lodge

Sydney Olympic Park is
celebrating the opening
of a new 70-bed
accommodation facility 
at Newington Armory.
The Sydney Olympic Park
Lodge is nestled amongst
40 hectares of parklands,
offering a unique
experience for people
visiting the Park.
•Where else in Sydney can you stay
over night and explore such a
diverse array of local wildlife, 
art and culture, learn more about
Australia•s sporting legends and 
of course our Olympic legacy,ŽCEO
for Sydney Olympic Park Authority
Brian Newman said.



The Authority will showcase its
plans for the future of the precinct
at SportAccord in Seoul Korea,
highlighting the development,
sporting and entertainment
opportunities that have been
secured at the Park over the next
five years. The Authority recently
highlighted its Business Events
opportunities at Team Australia
Business Events Educational 
(TABEE) in Bangkok.

The Authority also celebrated 
the opening of a new 70-bed
accommodation facility at
Newington Armory, which caters for
schools, corporate, and community
groups. The Sydney Olympic Park
Lodge is another step towards the
transformation of the Park from its
Olympic state to a vibrant, thriving
township.

This month•s Park News elaborates
on the significance of the Sydney
Olympic Park Lodge as well as some
of the other initiatives taking place
across the Park.

Brian Newman
Chief Executive Officer
Sydney Olympic Park Authority

The next three months
will see Sydney Olympic
Park represented on an
international scale at
some of the world’s 
most prestigious trade
shows and expos.

The start of Autumn signals a busy
three months for Sydney Olympic
Park. Telstra Stadium hosts the first
matches of the NRL football season,
and the Park will welcome the
return of the Sydney Royal Easter
Show from April 7-20.

It•s also a time to reflect on the
success of Summer•s events at the
Park. More than 25,000 people
attended the Music by Moonlight
series throughout February and the
outdoor cinema series, Movies in the
Overflow, attracted record numbers
to many of its screenings.

These attendance figures reinforce
Sydney Olympic Park•s role in
establishing itself as a popular
venue for a wide range of cultural
and popular events, providing such
an intimate setting under the stars.

I look forward to attending many
more outdoor events at Sydney
Olympic Park over the next three
months, as it continues to provide

premiere
entertainment
and sporting
events for
Sydneysiders
and visitors 
to the Park. 

The Hon. Sandra Nori
Minister for Sport, 
Recreation and Tourism
Minister for Women

International exposure
for Sydney Olympic Park
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New NSW Institute of
Sport headquarters
A new headquarters for the NSW
Institute of Sport is currently under
construction at 6 Figtree Drive,
Sydney Olympic Park. The new
building will be a one-stop shop for
athletes, where they can access the
full range of services under one roof
including Sport Science, Sport
Psychology and Athlete, Career,
Education and Professional
Development.

Due for completion in September
2006, this state-of-the-art facility
will house not only the Institute•s
90 staff and coaches, but also a
sport science laboratory equipped
with comprehensive testing
facilities including a 60-metre
running track, which can be used
for biomechanical analysis, and an
environmental room, that will
enable athletes to prepare for the
vastly different climates they
experience around the world.

Eastern end of the 
railway station
To accommodate the new
commercial and residential
developments adjacent to 
Olympic Park Railway Station a
second entrance at the eastern 
end of the station has been created.
The new entrance will assist with
traffic flow at the Park in the
coming years.

Six years on and the
Park continues to grow

The new headquarters for the NSW Institute of Sport due for completion in September 2006

Eastern end of Olympic Park Station
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Culture abounds 
at the Park

In the coming months, Sydney
Olympic Park will increase its arts
offering with the creation of an
additional 19 open plan studios 
for artists based within Newington
Armory. The studios will cater for
painters, sculptors, ceramicists,
printmakers and writers, as well 
as offering new areas for wood, 
metal and stonework.

The new artists•studios and
workshops will further increase the
impressive array of arts and cultural
facilities already available at the Park.
These facilities include an indoor
performance space seating 240
people, an outdoor stage that caters
for an audience of up to 2,500, and
the 500m2 exhibition space which
will host the 2007 ARTEXPRESS
exhibition.

ARTEXPRESS at the Armory, Sydney
Olympic Park will be on display until
30 April 2006. For information 
and opening times please visit
www.sydneyolympicpark.com.au

Acoustica at the Armory
Join some of Sydney•s leading
acoustic singer-songwriters at
the Park on 30 April (11am-5.30pm) 
for a free outdoor concert at
Newington Armory.

•Acoustica at the Armory•will feature
performances from Jenny Morris, 
Paul Greene, Brett Hunt and Elliott
Weston & Welter. 

Situated at the Armory amphitheatre,
there•ll be heritage train rides,
walking tours and art exhibitions
included as part of the event.

For more information call 02 9714 7888
or visit www.sydneyolympicpark.com.au

The fairytale begins at
Sydney Olympic Park
Sydney Olympic Park is host
to the largest metropolitan
art exhibition in NSW
featuring works from 
high school students as
part of ARTEXPRESS 2006.
Minister for Sport and Recreation
Sandra Nori attended the exhibition
launch at Newington Armory, Sydney
Olympic Park, on 6 March 2006.

•The exhibition, titled •Fairytale
Ending•, features works from 70
students mainly from schools in
Sydney•s West, and many with a
strong focus on new media and
digital technology.Ž

•It supports a broader arts and
cultural strategy for Sydney Olympic
Park Authority, which will see the Park
transformed into an innovative arts
and cultural precinct over the next
ten years,ŽMinister Nori said.

It•s the second year that Sydney
Olympic Park has hosted the Western
Sydney exhibition for ARTEXPRESS,
reinforcing its commitment to
provide quality art and cultural
exhibitions and activities for the
people of Sydney.

Opposite top: Peter Beard from Wyndham College,
with his photography artwork •Fairytale Ending•
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Earlier this year Sydney
Olympic Park Authority 
was chosen to showcase
the precinct to thousands 
of international delegates 
at Tourism Australia’s Team
Australia Business Events
Educational (TABEE) 
in Bangkok.
The Authority, in cooperation with 
the Sydney Convention and Visitors
Bureau (SCVB) represented Sydney
along side 11 Sydney based
organisations, 21 national providers
to the industry and 10 national
industry bureaux to educate the
Asian delegates about Australia 
and increase the country•s profile 
as a business events destination.

It•s the seventh year the business
event has been held in Asia, with
more than 48 MICE travel agents, 
51 corporate buyers and over 20 trade
media attending the three day event.

Sydney Olympic Park Authority has
worked proactively with the SCVB to
target the Asian market for incentives
and business events, and the precinct
has already proved popular with large
incentive groups utilising the Park•s
venues as a result, including the
Amway China incentive in January
2005 for 14,000 delegates (the largest
incentive ever held in Australia), 2,500
delegates from Nan Shan Taiwan, 
and nearly 1,000 from Pfizer China.

Sydney Olympic Park Authority 
will also attend SportAccord in 
2006, an annual international 
sports convention that brings
representatives from the 100
International Sports Federations
together with sponsors, architects,
sports lawyers, broadcasters and
other specialists to discuss the key
issues facing the sports industry.

The 2006 convention, based in 
South Korea, will include
presentations from Jacques Rogge,
President, International Olympic
Committee, Christophe Dubi, Olympic
Games Deputy Executive Director,
International Olympic Committee,
and Kevan Gosper AO, President,
Oceania National Olympic
Committee.

The Authority, in conjunction with
Sport Knowledge Australia, is a silver
sponsor and an exhibitor at the event
and will use the opportunity to
inform people of the progress being
made in transforming the Park into 
a modern urban township. The Park•s
outstanding major and business
events capacity will also be
highlighted to attendees.

International
exposure for the Park

Above: Artist•s impression of the new town square at Sydney Olympic Park
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This will result in a more accurate
survey method of frog populations
and enable better assessment of
how the frogs respond to outside
influences such as climate, human
activities and changes in habitat
quality.

One of the challenges for
monitoring the Green and 
Golden Bell Frog in the parklands 
is estimating the size of the
population and whether or not
this total is increasing or decreasing. 

Frogs can be notoriously difficult
to monitor due to them being
ectothermic (cold blooded), active
nocturnally, small and hard to 
locate and only the males call. 

This season, the trial mark and
recapture program was introduced
to the Brickpit to attempt to
estimate the size of the frog
population. This sort of monitoring

involves capturing as many frogs 
as possible over a period of two 
or three nights.  

The first night they are marked 
(in this case with a microchip) and
released. Over the next few nights 
a proportion of these frogs will be
recaptured, giving an idea of the 
size of the population. Other
methods such as remote auditory
recording of frog calls, spotlight
surveys and tadpole surveys will 
be conducted concurrently to enable
comparison of results between
survey methods. 

As well as being a regulatory
requirement, the monitoring
program is an essential tool in the
management of frog habitat within
the parklands and informs habitat
management, park development,
and visitor programs.  

Monitoring for this season will
continue until May, but so far, 
2005-2006 is shaping up to be a
successful breeding season with
surveys showing an increase in the
sightings of juvenile frogs, indicating
the frog population is doing well.  

A series of monitoring
methods are being trialed
at Sydney Olympic Park
this season to assist in
estimating the total
population of frogs in the
Brickpit, and to increase
our understanding of the
Green and Golden Bell
Frog population across 
the Park.

Maintaining frog
havens at the Park
Everyone knows that Green and Golden Bell Frogs 
are present at Sydney Olympic Park but are they 
happy to stay?
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The 2006 Sydney
Royal Easter Show
is the largest
annual event in
Australia and this
year offers better
value than ever,
with 12 hours of
non-stop action
every day for 14
days (7-20 April).

The line-up includes an
entertainment program in the NAB
Arena with something for everyone.
Featuring one of Australia•s richest
rodeos … the Sydney Royal Rodeo, new
manoeuvres from Xtreme Korruption,
the Holden Stormriders, the Sydney
Royal Roughriders and international
sensation, Lady Cannonball. 

The gates open every day at 9am and
each night will close with a bang as
the Fireworks Finale lights up the
skies over Sydney Olympic Park.

Around the grounds entertainment
this year is also not to be missed,
with brand new next generation
extreme carnival rides; Australia•s 
top fashion designers in The Shape
Parades; the Coca-Cola Zone; and
Sydney Olympic Park•s very own
Monster Skate Park. There will also be
two live music venues featuring some
of Australia•s hottest acts including
Russell Crowe, The Whitlams and
Alex Lloyd. 

Family favourites including The
Sunday Telegraph Animal Walk 
and the Woolworths Fresh Food
Dome again form key parts of Show
tradition. Kids of all ages will be
thrilled by over 300 Showbags on
offer, colourful parades, enchanting
street theatre and a variety 
of culinary delights. 

For more information or to book your
ticket visit www.eastershow.com.au

Roll up! Roll up!
at the Sydney Royal Easter Show
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It•s the first time that Sydney Olympic
Park will host the outdoor event.
Minister for Sport, Recreation 
and Tourism, Sandra Nori, says the
prestigious festival is expected to
attract thousands of Sydney residents,
as well as a strong interstate
contingent.

•Its fabulous to see Sydney Olympic
Park hosting such a magnificent event
that offers a diverse range of music,
art and culture in one location,Ž
Minister Nori said.

•The Great Escape is unique to Sydney
because it has something to suit every
taste. Alongside the live music there
will be cabaret and comedy, art
exhibitions and a sculpture park,
sunrise yoga classes, ecology talks 
and tours, a record and collectables
fair, outdoor cinema, a mini Sydney
Writers•Festival and even a chocolate
Easter egg hunt,ŽMinister Nori added.

For more information visit
www.thegreatescape.net.au

Sydney Olympic Park is to
host tens of thousands of
music, art and comedy fans
at Newington Armory for
one of Sydney’s newest and
most talked about outdoor
festivals – ‘The Great Escape.’

Above: Bernand Fanning and Daniel Johns from
Silverchair, two of the acts who will perform at
•The Great Escape•at Newington Armory

Musical first for Sydney
Olympic Park
Sydney Olympic Park will host, for
the first time, Australia•s largest
music awards event, the MTV
Australia Video Music Awards to 
be held 12 April 2006.

The awards will be broadcast live,
and acknowledge the best in
Australian and International music
in a variety of viewer-voted
categories.  

The event will see some of
Australia•s leading singers and 
song writers strut their stuff 
down the red carpet at the 
Sydney SuperDome.  

For more information visit
www.mtv.com.au
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Education initiatives 
at the Park

Jump your heart out at
Sydney Olympic Park
The Heart Foundation•s best-known
program for schools, Jump Rope for
Heart, is celebrating its 23rd year
and as part of the celebrations
Sydney Olympic Park is participating
in the Demonstration Team
Showcase on 22 June at the Sydney
Olympic Park Sports Centre. 

It•s the first time the Authority has
hosted Jump Rope for Heart, which
sees hundreds of thousands of
school children from across the
country getting active and raising
money for the National Heart
Foundation•s life saving work. 
Since 1983, more than 8 million
Australian school children have
participated in Jump Rope for Heart
and enough rope has been used to
stretch from Sydney to Perth and
part of the way back again! 

For more information on how to 
join Jump Rope for Heart, visit the
website www.jumprope.com.au 
or call 1300 724 804.

Waterwise projects
continue at the Park

Sydney Olympic Park Authority 
is set to introduce a new water-
recycling excursion program for
primary school children using a 
•real life•engineering activity, 
which is supported by the Nestle
community environment program.

The hands-on activity encourages
students to learn how the Sydney
Olympic Park Water Reclamation
Management Scheme (WRAMS)
recycles water. 

Up to 30 students at a time can take
part in the outdoor activity. Divided
into small groups, students are
provided with a bucket, which they
fill with clean water, they then
discuss how water gets dirty.

The final stage of the experiment
will leave students with a bucket of
clean water, the same process that
is carried out each day at Sydney
Olympic Park•s water recycling plant. 

Kids in the Park returns
The school holiday fun returns to
Sydney Olympic Park this Autumn
with the popular Kids in the Park
program.

The highlights for this seasons•
program include Kids to Kangaroos
clinics, featuring some of the Park•s
home NRL teams … Wests Tigers,
Rabbitohs and Bulldogs … who run
combined sports clinics for children.
For food fans there•s Cooking in the
Park, the ideal activity for children
aged between 6-12 years. If nature
is more your scene, then Park Patrol
includes a walk along the wetland•s
•silken trail•where you discover 
how spiders weave their webs 
and catch prey.

For more information about
other events and activities during
Kids in the Park call 02 9714 7888 or
visit www.sydneyolympicpark.com.au 
or www.kidsinthepark.com.au

Some students from Western Sydney practice their
skipping before the annual Jump Rope for Heart
Showcase takes place on 22 June at the Sydney Olympic
Park Sports Centre Sydney Olympic Park
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Sporting action
returns to the Park

Two events in particular
conjure up great memories,
the Wallabies and England
in a replay of the 2003
World Cup Final and the
State of Origin Rugby
League with the Blues
domination of Queensland
at Telstra Stadium.
But these are not the only big games
at the Park this winter. The Sydney
TAB Swifts netball season gets
underway in the Commonwealth
Bank Trophy (12 May, against the
Queensland Firebirds), the Sydney
Swans take on Collingwood in the 
AFL on 24 June and an NRL game will
take place every weekend at Telstra
Stadium showcasing the Bulldogs,
Wests Tigers or Rabbitohs. 

This season will also see the return 
of some great Olympic sports 
action including:

• Challenge Australia … the World 
Cup of Epee (Fencing) (26-28 May)

• Australian Gymnastics 
Championships (16-26 May) 

• Fischer & Paykel Australian Age 
Swimming Championships 
(19-23 April) 

• State Elite Junior Diving 
Championships (20-21 May)

For more information on sporting
events this winter at Sydney Olympic
Park call 02 9714 7888 or visit
www.sydneyolympicpark.com.au

NSWIS ranked 5th at
Commonwealth Games
NSW Institute of Sport (NSWIS)
supported athletes have produced
some outstanding performances at
the 2006 Commonwealth Games 
in Melbourne and would have been
ranked fifth on the medal tally had
they competed as a nation. 

Currently celebrating ten years 
of operations, NSWIS supported 
73 athletes competing at the Games.
They won 18 gold, 13 silver and 13
bronze to be ranked ahead of South
Africa, Scotland and Jamaica. This
equates to 53 individual medal
winning performances.

Amongst the NSWIS gold medalists
at the Games were cyclist Kate Bates,
track & field athletes Kerryn McCann
and Jane Saville, men's hockey players
Michael McCann and Brent Livermore
and diver Loudy Tourky.  

The NSW Institute of Sport, located 
at Sydney Olympic Park, is the State's
elite centre of sporting excellence,
striving to improve NSW
representation on national teams 
and to assist athletes to perform 
at a world standard. The Institute's
principal partner is ClubsNSW, 
which provides $1 million a year 
in sponsorship support. 

The Park’s program of excellent sporting events goes from
strength to strength, with this winter being a stand out.




