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1. Overview

Sydney Olympic Park Authority is launching a new 
era of exciting event programming, and invites 
proposals from organizations and community 
groups to activate the precinct over the next year.

Sydney Olympic Park Authority are taking a
regenerative approach to the way they manage
and develop Sydney Olympic Park and leading 
the way through a place-led delivery model. This 
is an integrated, multidisciplinary approach to 
planning, design, activation and management of 
our assets and public spaces.

2020 marks 20 years since the Sydney 2000 
Olympic Games, and while the legacy of that 
period continues to shine, we have a bold vision 
for Sydney Olympic Park to become a dynamic 
and diverse destination to live, work, learn and 
play – a place for everyone, within a world-class 
built and natural environment.

To this end, proposals are now being welcomed 
to inject new energy, dynamism and excitement 
into the precinct. And for suitably qualifies and 
exciting proposals, we will partner to invest up to 
$20,000 of cash and/or up to $60,000 in in-kind 
resourcing to enable your event.

Both commercial and not-for-profit events are 
welcome to apply – as long as the proposition is 
fun, inclusive, engaging and meets the selection 
criteria, we want to hear from you! 

Proposals will be assessed on their quality, 
uniqueness, organisers’ track record, sustainability 
and budget arrangements. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to produce your 
event, big or small, new or established, to bridge 
the gap between the huge sporting and cultural 
events in the precinct, and everyday life.

Not-For-Profit Community Groups
Proposals will be accepted and evaluated based 
on the benefit provided to the community and in 
particular, activations that foster celebration and 
community inclusivity. There is potential budget 
to help events from in-kind support to $20,000 
each to go towards expenses, plus additional 
in-kind event operations support. Proposals that 
demonstrate having obtained additional funding 
and resources from other sources are particularly 
encouraged.

Commercial Entities
We are looking to seed-fund events that have the 
ability to activate any of Sydney Olympic Park’s 
open spaces for the benefit of locals and visitors.
 
This document provides background information 
on Sydney Olympic Park, details of the type of 
proposals we are looking for, and outlines the 
conditions and specific requirements of the 
registration.

All parties wishing to submit a proposal should 
familiarize themselves with the selection criteria 
and complete the attached Application Form.

Events can be awarded up to $20,000 in cash  
and/or $60,000 in in-kind value per event
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2. Background

Sydney Olympic Park Authority is the statutory 
authority responsible for the planning, 
development, management and activation of the 
park. Sydney Olympic Park occupies 640 hectares 
of which two thirds are parklands including 
Bicentennial Park, Newington Armory, Archery 
Park, Wentworth Common and Blaxland Riverside 
Park. The urban core “township” of Sydney 
Olympic Park encompasses significant venues 
and buildings, plazas, boulevards and civic spaces 
such as Fig Grove, Jacaranda Square, Cathy 
Freeman Park, the Yulang and Station Square. 
The residential population of the area is rapidly 
increasing.

With the 2030 Master Plan, we will realise the
opportunity of creating a true town centre with
education, residential, commercial, retail 
and leisure offerings as well as sporting and 
entertainment. Changes to transport infrastructure 
will improve connectivity and pave the way for 
Sydney Olympic Park to become a compelling 
destination for all Sydneysiders. We are creating  
a place that locals love and others want to be  
part of.

We have in the past provided funding and/or in-
kind support to a variety of events that are now 
available through commercial and not-for-profit 
partners, including markets, community festivals, 
fun runs and walkathons, traditionally held in 
outdoor spaces in the park, either in the urban 
core and parklands. 

Outdoor spaces are in demand across greater 
Sydney and the demand for them to function 
as temporary venues for commercial and 
community activities is increasing. Under our 
careful management, Sydney Olympic Park 
provides an unequalled destination for events, 
with opportunities to efficiently manage event 
operations, crowds, traffic and security. 

We are seeking to increase events and activation 
in the public domain through partnerships for 
greater sustainability and to drive further social 
and economic benefits for the Park.

The events program of 2020 and beyond will 
be well positioned to take advantage of the 
significant evolution of the Park and its investment 
in the heart of the Greater Sydney.
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3. The Opportunity

Commercial and not-for-profit organisations, and 
suitably resourced community groups, are invited 
to submit proposals to activate outdoor spaces at 
Sydney Olympic Park either day time or night time, 
weekdays or weekends, single day or multiple 
days - to engage the existing community and 
attract new audiences at any point during 2020.

Proposals for events and activations should 
focus in particular in and around Cathy Freeman 
Park and other public spaces in and around the 
centre of the precinct. However, we will consider 
innovative uses of all outdoor areas in the 
precinct, including new uses of heavily patronised 
areas, and imaginative uses of less-commonly 
frequented areas. 

It is envisaged that activations will entertain 
and engage locals and visitors, being either a 
destinational attractor to visitors in their own right, 
or else encouraging visitors to extend their stay 
from another experience in the precinct. In other 
words, we welcome proposals that are either 
standalone events OR add-ons to other scheduled 
activity. 

The type of events and activations that proposers 
may consider includes, but is not limited to, the 
following:

•  Markets – craft, makers, artisanal food and drink
•  Outdoor concerts and performances
•  Sports Days
•  Walkathons
•  Fun Runs
•  Multi-cultural community festivals
•  Community and hobby activations
•  Food trucks and “food truck festivals”
•  Temporary / site-specific installations, with 

associated programming
•  Emerging or established arts and culture 

festivals – or specific events within broader arts 
and culture festivals

•  Brand activations with businesses already 
established in the precinct

•  Lighting activations in public spaces (including 
the railway station) 

•  Other Unique Client/Customer Experiences
•  Engaging and participatory opportunities where 

visitors can become involved in the activation 

This list is not exhaustive, rather just indicative of 
some types of events we will consider. 
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4. Selection Criteria

The following selection criteria will be applied to 
all submitted proposals:

•   Quality of proposition  
What value will your proposal be to locals and 
visitors? How creative and inclusive is it? What 
kind of experience will people have?

•  Uniqueness of offer  
How specific to Sydney Olympic Park will your 
event be? Can it be experienced anywhere 
else? How does it celebrate the unique 
attributes of our place? Has this activation 
or any similar activation occurred in Sydney 
Olympic Park previously?

•  Demonstrated capacity to deliver  
similar public events 
Have you undertaken equivalent scale events 
before? Is your organization equipped to 
deliver what you are proposing? Do you have 
an adequate WH&S management framework 
and public liability insurance?

•  Sustainability 
Is your event able to be repeated? Is it likely 
to generate traction and attract interest from 
locals and visitors in returning?

•  Budget 
Can you demonstrate the viability of your 
event budget (including any request for 
financial or in-kind assistance from the 
Authority)?

In addition, for commercial proposals (ie 
involving a financial transaction with visitors, 
or commercial brand activations), we will also 
review: 

•  Projected revenue return 
Does your proposal include the opportunity 
for a revenue return to Sydney Olympic Park 
Authority?

•  Brand compatibility  
Does your proposal align with the Sydney 
Olympic Park brand? 
No proposal should include any corporate 
brand presence that is incompatible with any 
Sydney Olympic Park or event-specific brand 
sponsorship – if in doubt, please contact the 
Authority for clarification on this.

We may request further information from 
proponents for clarification during the 
assessment and may hold interviews with some 
or all contractors.

All proposals should also consider the 
seasonality of their event, and what other 
activity is likely to be occurring in the precinct, 
or in greater Sydney. Does your proposal 
complement other events in the season, or does 
it clash?
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5. Timeline and Conditions

20 September  Deadline for proposal       
             submissions

4 October   Successful applicants   
             notified, event planning  
              commences  

(estimated timeframe 
pending extra 
documentation requests)

Acceptance of EOI
Sydney Olympic Park Authority reserves each of 
the following rights:
 a.  to accept an application in full or in part and 

waive strict compliance in any of the matters 
contained in the registration of interest;

 b. to reject any application; and
 c. to cancel the application process.

We will not be responsible for any costs or 
expenses arising in any way from the preparation 
and submission of the EOI’s.

All pre-EOI enquiries and requests to inspect 
documents are only to be submitted to the 
Contact Officer:

Tony Nesbitt – Manager, Events and Activations
Sydney Olympic Park Authority
Level 8, 5 Olympic Boulevard
Sydney Olympic Park NSW 2127
Telephone: 02 9714 7110
Email: tony.nesbitt@sopa.nsw.gov.au

The Contact Officer is to be contacted only by parties 
submitting a proposal. The Contact Officer will not 
acknowledge or answer any approaches from other parties, 
including subcontractors, consultants and suppliers.

The Authority will grant to any submitting parties, access to 
the Sydney Olympic Park precinct only if that party requests 
the Contact Officer, at least 5 working days prior to the Close 
of EOIs, for permission to visit the Sydney Olympic Park 
Precinct for the purposes of completing its proposal.

Applicants will receive written notice of acceptance or non-
acceptance of their application. Where additional information 
is required contractors will also be notified in writing. Any 
information provided to Sydney Olympic Park Authority by 
contractors for pre-qualification assessment purposes will be 
treated as confidential and will not be released to any third 
parties unless otherwise required by law.

6
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6.  Application and Submission Requirements

Please complete the following form, and provide supplemental detail  
as requested.

a) Details of person completing this application

Full name

Title

Email

Phone

b) Applicant’s Details

Type of 
Business

Company 
Name

Trading 
Name

ABN / ACN

Phone

Email

Postal 
Address 

Date 
established

 (Attach Proof of organisation registration) 
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d) Financial data and insurances

Type Amount Insurer Policy No. Expiry Date

Public Liability

Workers 
Compensation

c) Category of Proposal 

Company / Sole Trader / Partnership / Incorporated Association / 
Company limited by Guarantee / An group that will be auspiced by a 
registered entity / Other – please indicate

Is your event or activation proposal contingent on any other particular 
event happening in the park (eg a sporting event or concert), or can it stand 
alone? 

e) Summary of Proposed Event or Activation 

f) Proposed date or date range (if date specific) and location

 (Attach relevant documents) 
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g) List any sub-contractors or event partners if relevant  
(eg Production, Catering, Marketing etc.)

Organisation Role 

Relationship to 
Applicant  

(sub-contractor, 
event partner etc)

I/We certify all details submitted in this application form are correct and 
agree to abide by the conditions of registration.

Principal or Director’s Name  
and Signature

Date

Please also attach:

h)  Further event / activation description and detail as required  
Please ensure your application considers the selection criteria in Section 4 

i)  Event Budget  
Please include known expenditure, and include other funding or revenue 
streams, making clear if you seek any direct support from Sydney Olympic 
Park Authority 

j) Declaration

Should you require more space for event partners please attach in 
separate document
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Checklist

Please ensure that the following items have been 
either completed and/or attached with your 
application.

a) Details of person completing this registration

b) Applicants details

c) Category of Work

d) Financial Data and Insurances

e) Summary of Proposed Event or Activation

f) Date / date range and location

g) List of sub-contractors

h) Further event details (including addressing relevant criteria)

i)
Full event budget, including any nominated  
Sydney Olympic Park Authority contribution and other 
revenue sources

j) Declaration signed by Principal or Directors

Submit to:

Tony Nesbitt – Manager, Events and Activations
Sydney Olympic Park Authority
Level 8, 5 Olympic Boulevard
Sydney Olympic Park NSW 2127
Telephone: 02 9714 7110
Email: tony.nesbitt@sopa.nsw.gov.au
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7. Appendices

i) Site Map for Event and Activation consideration
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