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Sydney Olympic Park 
Diverse and unique school experiences

Sydney Olympic Park offers 
a diverse range of education 
programs, events, experiences and 
opportunities in urban wetland 
environments, world-class urban 
renewal and sustainable design, 
award winning water sensitive 
urban design, and Aboriginal 
history and culture. 

Outdoor, immersive, inclusive and 
experiential education
All of our school excursion programs are outdoor,  
field-based immersive experiences in a variety of 
natural and built environments within the 640 hectares 
of Sydney Olympic Parks world-class facilities, venues, 
parklands and globally renowned wetlands. 

Curriculum linked
Over 20,000 students per year participate in our school 
excursions. Sydney Olympic Park programs align 
with NSW Syllabus and strongly integrates the cross-
curriculum priorities. 

Accessible
In the heart of Sydney and easily accessible by bus and 
train services, Sydney Olympic Park offers a safe and 
accessible environment. All of our facilities and excursion 
locations are wheelchair accessible.

Sustainability 
Our programs aim to inspire our future generation to 
become critical thinkers and problem solvers that can 
lead the world to a better, cleaner and more sustainable 
reality.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
educational programs 
Sydney Olympic Park offers a range of culturally 
focused experiences designed by Aboriginal educators. 
Students can enagage with Aboriginal culture through 
a diverse range of natural environments and activities 
including weaving their own fishing twine, discovering 
how boomerangs were made from mangrove branches 
and uncover nature’s supermarket of resources.



School Excursion Programs



Early Stage 1 & Stage 1
“Fantastic! The educator made sure she catered to our special needs 
students. Much appreciated.” Stage 1 teacher

Our Place 
Early Stage 1

BEES1.1, VAES1.1, ENES1, 
DMES1.8 DRAES1.1, SLES1.13 
Cross Curriculum Priority: Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Histories & Cultures.

Cost: $450 per class
Outline
Kindergarten students can explore Sydney’s largest 
outdoor classroom to learn about the human made and 
natural environments, the history of Bicentennial Park, 
Wangal custodianship, the plants and animals that live 
here, and how we look after it all!

Creature Features  
(Features of Living Things)
Stage 1

ST1-1WS-S, ST1-4LW-ST, ST1-5LW-T, 
GE1-1,GE1-2, GE1-3
Cost: $450 per class
Outline
Stage 1 students will explore the many creatures living 
in the natural environments of Bicentennial Park and 
engage in a range of Geographic skills to identify why 
the unique and protected wetland and Parklands are 
important places to be cared for. Students will examine 
the features of creatures living in the various habitats 
within the Park and create their own mini beast using 
natural elements.  

Let’s Go Walkabout —  
Indigenous-focused program 
Stage 1

ST1-12MW, ST1-13MW, ST1-16P, ST1-15I, 
ST1-6PW, HT1-2, EN1-10C
Cross Curriculum Priority: Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Histories & Cultures

Cost: $450 per class
Outline
Go on a fun and exciting journey as seen through the 
eyes of the local Aboriginal people, the Wangal. Take 
part in the games and dances that Aboriginal children 
play to learn about animal behaviour. Learn how to 
utilise nature sustainably to make every day items to 
help hunt and gather for food. Listen to Dreaming 
Stories about local animals that have been told to 
Aboriginal children for thousands of years.
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Stage 2
“Interesting and interactive. It linked well with our ‘First Contacts’ unit.” 
Stage 2 teacher

The Circle of Life  
(Life Cycles of Living Things) 
Stage 2 

ST2-1WS-S, ST2-4LW-ST, ST2-5LW-T, 
GE2-1,GE2-2, GE2-3 
Cost: $450 per class
Outline
Stage 2 students will explore the lifecycle of livings things 
and the unique features of living things that allow us to 
classify them. 

They will devise a ‘system’ for classifying animals by 
observation. Students will also examine the features 
of waterbugs and compare the life cycles of two 
organisms living in our unique mangrove wetlands. 
Students will use binoculars to closely observe the 
diverse species of waterbirds within the park and 
classify these birds according to observed features. 

Wangal Walkabout —  
Indigenous-focused program
Stage 2 

HT2-2, ST2-1VA, ST2-2VA, ST2-4WS, 
ST2-10LW, ST2-11LW, GE2-1, GE2-2, GE2-
3, GE2-4
Cross Curriculum Priority: Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Histories & Cultures.

Cost: $450 per class
Outline
This program is designed to engage the students 
as they journey through the natural environments 
in Sydney Olympic Park and discover how these 
environments were utilised by Aboriginal people. Learn 
about connection to Country, the natural indicators of 
seasons and the role of Dreaming in Aboriginal Culture.
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Stage 3
“The activities were very interactive and the facilities gave the students 
the ability to interact with the mangroves and animals.” Stage 3 teacher

Environmental Adaptations 
Stage 3 

ST3-1WS-S, ST3-1LW-ST, GE3-1,GE3-2, 
GE3-3 
Cross Curriculum Priorities: 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Histories & 
Cultures

Asia & Australia’s Engagement with Asia

Sustainability

Cost: $450 per class
Outline
Stage 3 students will explore the mangrove ecosystem 
and collect data to determine how this unique wetland 
has adapted to the intertidal estuarine environment. 
Students will examine some of the organisms living 
in the wetlands and the structural and behavioural 
adaptations these organisms have that ensures their 
continued survival in the mangrove forest and adjacent 
mudflats. 

Bennelong and The Wangal 
Stage 3 

EN3-8D, HT3-1, HT3-2, MA3-17MG
Cross Curriculum Priority: Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Histories & Cultures

Cost: $450 per class
Outline
Journey along the wetlands and the river as the 
Wangal, the first custodians of this land did for millenia. 
Students will get hands-on with a range of activities to 
better understand how Aboriginal people live around 
the waterways and utilise natural resources to live 
sustainably and in harmony with nature. Students will 
also hear local Dreaming Stories that will teach them 
more about Aboriginal Culture and way of life.

Learn about Bennelong, a Wangal man, of this area, 
and his relationship with the British during the period of 
first contact in this area of the Parramatta River.



10 | For more information or to book go to sydneyolympicpark.com.au/education/

Stage 4
“Great learning experience. To the point and very informative. 
Highly organised.” Stage 4 Science Teacher 

Geography:  
Landscape and Landforms  
Stage 4 

GE4-1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8 
Cross Curriculum Priorities: 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Histories & 
Cultures

Asia & Australia’s Engagement with Asia

Sustainability

Cost: $495 per class
Outline
Students will investigate the landscape and landforms 
of protected coastal wetlands at Sydney Olympic Park. 
They will undertake a range of hands on fieldwork tasks 
including the construction of a vegetation transect, 
conducting a field sketch and using Geographic 
Information System (GIS) spatial technology to look at 
changes and human impacts on this urban wetland over 
time. Students will also learn how the Wangal, traditional 
custodians of this area, sustainably utilise wetland 
environments.

Geography: 
Place and Liveability 
Stage 4 

GE4-1, 3, 4, 7, 8 
Cross Curriculum Priority: 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Histories & 
Cultures

Cost: $495 per class
Outline
Students will learn how to assess the liveability of 
Sydney Olympic Park by experiencing first hand the 
environmental, social and economic sustainability that 
is at the forefront of its development and is a legacy 
of the ‘big clean up’ for the Sydney 2000 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. 

Students will identify characteristics that make Sydney 
Olympic Park a liveable suburb where people want to 
live, work, learn, play and stay. Students will engage 
in a variety of fieldwork tasks and skills, including a 
liveability survey, an urban transect, using interpretive 
signage as a secondary information source, using 
current and historic images to determine changes over 
time and draw a field sketch to gather data about this 
place that is in the geographic and demographic heart 
of Sydney.

Science:  
Living World —
Survival in a Wetland 
Stage 4 

LW, SC4-14LW, SC4-15LW 
Cross Curriculum Priority: 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Histories & 
Cultures

Cost: $495 per class
Outline
Students will immerse themselves in the natural world by 
stepping into the shoes of a mangrove ecologist to study 
the biotic and abiotic features of the protected intertidal 
wetland ecosystem in Bicentennial Park. Their objective 
will be to increase their understanding of how this 
ecosystem functions, by conducting a range of scientific 
investigations, so they can better protect it from impacts 
in the future.
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Geography:  
Water in the World — Urban
Stage 4 

GE4-1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8 
Cross Curriculum Priorities: 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Histories & 
Cultures
Asia & Australia’s Engagement with Asia

Sustainability

Cost: $495 per class
Outline
Students will follow the course of water as it makes its 
way through the catchment at Sydney Olympic Park 
and observe innovative sustainable water practices. 
They will observe, record and collect data on Sydney 
Olympic Park’s sustainable water practices. Fieldwork 
tasks include scientific water testing, field sketches, 
flow diagrams and mapping, and determining the 
Aboriginal Season using the D’harawal Six Seasons 
Calendar. 

Geography:  
Water in the World — Wetlands
Stage 4 
GE4-1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8
Cross Curriculum Priorities: 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Histories & 
Cultures
Asia & Australia’s Engagement with Asia

Sustainability

Cost: $495 per class
Outline
Discover the most ecologically diverse intertidal wetlands 
in Sydney and use a range of fieldwork equipment, 
techniques and skills to gather information about how 
they are managed and protected to improve biodiversity 
and provide habitat for migratory shorebirds that visit us 
all the way from Japan and China!
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Stage 5
“Love the integration of Aboriginal history and culture content.”  
Stage 5 Geography teacher 

Geography: 
Environmental Change and 
Management —  
Challenges in an Urban Wetland 
Stage 5

GE5-2, GE5-3, GE5-4, GE5-5, GE5-7, 
GE5-8 
Cross Curriculum Priority: Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Histories & Cultures.

Cost: $495 per class
Outline
Students will examine a range of water quality issues 
including pollutant types and point sources of pollution 
that have an impact on the protected wetlands 
at Sydney Olympic Park. Students will undertake 
fieldwork tasks and observe first hand the adaptive 
management strategies that assist to reduce the impact 
of water pollution on wetland environments. They will 
also evaluate current management strategies and 
discuss the development of innovative new strategies 
to improve water quality and the health of this 
protected coastal wetland ecosystem.

Geography:  
Changing Places
Stage 5

GE5-2, GE5-3, GE5-5, GE5-7, GE5-8
Cross Curricular Priority: Sustainability

Cost: $495 per class
Outline
Sydney Olympic Park is a place rich in history. Students 
will get to experience and observe first hand, the 
changes that this place has undergone, from the time of 
the Wangal, the impacts of British arrival, the industrial 
development that has left the landscape transformed 
and the clean up for the 2000 Sydney Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. The students will get to see how this 
new suburb has been created with sustainability at the 
forefront of its planning now and into the future. 

Students will gain first hand insights into the 
environmental, social and economic sustainability 
principles that underpin the growth of Sydney Olympic 
Park, one of Australia’s largest urban renewal projects. 
Students will complete a range of fieldwork tasks and 
geographic skills to assist them to answer the focus 
question “How has Sydney Olympic Park effectively 
managed environmental change to enhance 
sustainability?”

 

Science:  
Living World —  
Waterbirds and Wetlands
Stage 5

SC5-14LW, SC5-2VA, SC5-4WS, SC5-
6WS, SC5-7WS 
Cross Curriculum Priorities: 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Histories & 
Cultures

Asia & Australia’s Engagement with Asia

Sustainability

Cost: $495 per class
Outline
On this field trip students will immerse themselves in the 
habitats of the local and international waterbirds and 
shorebirds that live in and visit the protected wetlands of 
Sydney Olympic Park. Students will use a combination 
of observation, scientific measurement and data 
collection methods to determine if the wetland habitats 
of Sydney Olympic Park can support the needs of local, 
national and migratory waterbirds and shorebirds.



13 | For more information or to book go to sydneyolympicpark.com.au/education/

Stage 6
“It was quite an enriching, knowledgeable and practical experience for 
our students.” Stage 6 Biology teacher

Geography: 
Biophysical Interactions —  
Intertidal Wetlands  
Stage 6 Preliminary HSC

P2, P3, P6, P7, P7, P9, P10, P12 
Cost: $640 per class
Outline
This fieldtrip is designed to assist students to better 
understand the biophysical processes that occur in 
an intertidal wetland, by undertaking a range of field 
work techniques and sampling methods. Students 
will conduct air, water and soil investigations using 
scientific equipment, quadrat sampling to determine 
organism population distribution and abundance, a 
vegetation transect, and observation skills to determine 
adaptations of mangrove and saltmarsh plants. 
Students will also will also gain an understanding of 
human impacts on this ecosystem and how to manage 
the pressures of an increasing human population.

Biology:  
Ecosystem Dynamics 
Stage 6 Preliminary HSC

B10/12-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 11
Cost: $640 per class
Outline
This field trip experience has been designed to assist 
students with their depth study, or as a standalone field 
work exercise. The fieldtrip enables students to work 
scientifically by encouraging them to communicate 
evidence-based conclusions. The field trip will allow the 
students to work collaboratively to design experiments 
that are reliable, accurate and valid. Students undertake 
their fieldwork in the intertidal wetlands, conducting 
scientific investigations, including air, water and soil 
testing, quadrat sampling and vegetation transects to 
better understand how this ecosystem functions.
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Geography: 
Urban Places —  
Urban Renewal Case Study   
Stage 6 HSC

H1, H3, H7-H13 
Cost: $640 per class
Outline
Experience a unique case study at Sydney Olympic 
Park, one of Australia biggest urban renewal projects 
that saw the remediation of a disused industrial 
landscape into a leading entertainment, financial, 
residential and recreational destination with a growing 
population. This Urban Renewal case study takes 
students on a journey through the dynamic changes 
that have occurred on site over the past 200 years, from 
Wangal custodianship, to the 19th and 20th Century 
industries that have physically shaped the landscape 
today. Students will observe sustainable urban design 
principles in practice, adaptive re-use, water sensitive 
urban design, and future proofing for a financial, social 
and environmentally sustainable future.

Geography: 
Ecosystems at Risk, 
Intertidal Wetlands   
Stage 6 HSC

H1, H2, H5-13
Cost: $640 per class
Outline
Students will experience first hand the largest stand 
of mangroves on the Parramatta River, observe 
and assess how these intertidal wetlands function, 
the human impacts on them and the adaptive 
management strategies that are used to protect 
them. A range of fieldwork techniques are undertaken, 
including air, water and sediment testing using scientific 
equipment, quadrat sampling, a vegetation transect, 
observation of future-proofing natural and man made 
assets against sea level rise, and using GIS to analyse 
changes over time to this environment and the current 
pressures placed upon it. 

 



Curriculum Based School Events 

Youth Eco Summit (YES) 
for Primary Schools

November
This curriculum based outdoor learning expo is full 
of interactive displays and hands-on workshops 
providing opportunities for structured learning, STEM 
exploration and safe self-discovery. This year’s event 
will feature our partners GWS Giants and NRMA 
joined by a wide range of  top program providers like 
Australian Museum, Western Sydney University, NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife, Cleanaway and many 
more. The Murama Indigenous Youth Team will again 
be a special highlight as they lead classes through a 
unique journey of cultural activities.

Youth Eco Summit (YES)  
for Secondary Schools

September
Provide your students with a truly innovative and 
memorable experience that will inspire their creative 
minds as they strive to find solutions to the challenges 
facing people and the planet today! The event will 
showcase a variety of forward thinking projects by 
students focused on STEM, fashion sustainability and 
the war on waste, NRMA future of transport Challenge 
Finalist Schools and Cultural sustainability in schools. 
Students will lead student peers in workshopping ideas 
and developing solutions to sustainability issues that 
they can take away and implement in their own school 
environment!

Innovation Games  
(Community Event)

August
The Innovation Games is a free science-based family 
fun day full of sporting, science and technology in 
action at the town centre of Sydney Olympic Park, 
bringing science to the masses. Engage with science, 
sport and tech in a fun, interactive and hands-on way — 
there is something for everyone to get involved with!
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Visitor Programs
Customised School Excursions

The 640 hectares of Sydney 
Olympic Park incorporate a 
growing township and over 
430 hectares of Parkland, that 
includes locally rare ecosystems, 
species, artefacts, buildings with 
heritage value or environmental 
significance as well as diverse 
open parkland space. 

The Visitor Programs team provide exceptional 
experiences, tours and activities for schools to 
explore and enjoy all the Park has to offer.  
Options include:

• Heritage Programs 

• School Holiday Programs 

• Self Guided Experiences

• Technical Tours 

• Meet the Ranger   

From a guided walk down into the Brickpit, to 
a unique tour aboard the Heritage Railway at 
Newington Armory, the Visitor Programs Team 
provide park visitors with a wide range of 
engaging and memorable experiences.
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The Heritage Railway at 
Newington Armory
Now a heritage site within Sydney Olympic Park, 
Newington Armory was the site of the Former Royal 
Australian Navy Armament Depot.

The heritage railway was once used to store 
and transport explosives such as such as missiles 
and torpedoes across the site between the 
wharf, workshops and storehouses. The railway 
now operates as a guided passenger tour with 
passenger carriages pulled by a 1970’s Gemco 
Locomotive. A variety of tour options are available.

Disarmed at the Armory
This guided group tour provides a fascinating 
insight into the history of Newington Armory.

Reflect on the past as you explore Newington 
Armory. Listen to the stories of depot working life 
during its years of operation as a Naval Armament 
Depot. Take time to view display of armaments.

A 2 hour guided groups program, including:

• dedicated tour staff for every 20 participants

• tour commentary aboard the heritage train

• a torch lit walk through the lantern 
passageways of the original gunpowder 
magazine

• guided exploration of the original 1897 precinct 
and wharf

• access to former explosives storehouse and 
laboratory

Please note, a small amount of walking is involved 
on this tour

Heritage Programs 
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Brickpit Ring Walk
Join a guided tour and venture to the bottom of the 
Brickpit, the site of the former Homebush Brick Works. 
During this guided experience participants will:

• discover the early geological story of the 
location

• visit the site and hear stories of its operation 
amidst the drama of politics and sabotage. 

• see the rehabilitation of this former industrial 
site and learn about habitat establishment and 
weed management  

• learn about the endangered Green and 
Golden Bell Frog that famously made this 
former industrial site its home

• see the reservoir for the Water Reclamation 
and Management Scheme and gain an 
understanding of how water is managed 
across the site

Games Trail Tour 
Discover the stories and moments that define 
the greatness of the Sydney 2000 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games and the legacies that have 
been left to Sydney and Australia. During this 
guided experience participants will: 

• discover the work involved in staging “the best 
Games ever”

• hear about the experience and stories of some 
of the athletes who participated 

• learn about the legacy of the site that is now 
part of a world class entertainment, sport and 
recreational precinct 

• see Olympic inspired artworks, plaques and 
memorials and discover the symbolism, 
meaning and stories embodied in them 

• uncover how we remain a thriving Olympic 
Precinct today 

• learn about how we continue to successfully 
host major events today

Join us in 2020, to celebrate 20 years since  
Sydney’s best Games ever!
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Park Ranger School Visits

The first person many of the 2.7 million annual 
visitors to the Parklands see is a Park Ranger.

The Park Rangers are on patrol across the 
Parklands daily, assisting visitors in a variety of 
ways, including providing directions, information 
about the site’s history and environmental values.

Your class can enjoy a visit from a Park Ranger. 
Available for schools within the City of Parramatta 
Council area. 

Contact us to organise a visit for your class.

A range of programs are available throughout the 
year at Sydney Olympic Park.  
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Out Of School Programs

Sydney Olympic Park offers many fun, active and 
important learning opportunities for students 
outside of school also.

Parents, carers and out of school care program 
coordinators can find out more on these programs:

• Meet the Park Ranger — pop up activities 
across the Parklands. Check our website for 
the location of our next Meet the Park Ranger 
activity.

• Mini Park Rangers — a pre-school and parent 
activity weekly in term time.

• Junior Park Rangers (commencing in 2020)

• School holiday activities

Sydney Olympic Park offers 50+ activities and 
programs to exercise kids’ minds and bodies 
each school holiday break. From sport and 
recreational adventures, to nature-focused 
and art and science based programs, there’s 
something for kids of every age, with many free 
and great value activities.
Our holiday programs focusing on the natural 
and cultural heritage of Sydney Olympic Park 
are located at Bicentennial Park, Newington 
Armory, Blaxland Riverside Park, Wentworth 
Common and within the township. 

Self-guided activities encourage you to 
discover the parklands at your own pace.

You can join public discovery programs and 
tours as a family/group.

All holiday activities for active, creative, curious 
and adventurous kids can be discovered at 
sydneyolympicpark.com.au/schoolholidays

• Holiday care

For groups providing holiday care for children 
we provide a guided discovery programs that 
can be adapted to meet any specific needs or 
requirement of the children in your group. 

s Badu Adventure 

s Armory Adventure

s Free Scavenger Hunts (varies each holiday 
period)

s Armory Express Tours aboard the Heritage 
Railway

s Meet the Park Ranger opportunities across 
the Parklands

s Park Explorer — your free passport to an 
active holiday
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World Class Venues for Sports programs  
and School Events

Sydney Olympic Park offers a 
range of Sydney’s leading venues 
for a variety of sports programs 
and school events. 
Sports programs
Choose from a range of sport programs including 
athletics, aquatics, hockey, volleyball, netball, 
basketball, soccer, table tennis, badminton and 
gymnastics.

Aquatic Centre
Learn to Swim Schools Program 
Leisure swims and water play

Archery Centre
School Sport — Archery Program

Quaycentre
Schools Sports Day 
School Sports Venue Hire 

aquaticcentre.com.au
archerycentre.com.au
quaycentre.com.au

School events
Host large or small school functions at world class 
venues, including:

• Athletic carnivals;
• Swimming carnivals;
• School formals;
• End of year awards ceremonies, and more.

Venues include:

• Athletic Centre
• Aquatic Centre
• Hockey Centre 
• Sports Halls 
• Quaycentre

For more information, contact our bookings team 
on 02 9714 7112 or bookings@sopa.nsw.gov.au



sydneyolympicpark.com.au


