
Education in the Wetlands
Activity: I still call the Mangroves home

Share a photo of your artwork with us at:

Pose Set One

@sydolympicpark
@sydneyolympicpark

What you will need:
• Lead pencil 
• Coloured pencils or textas
•  Print out this page or draw your own mangrove 

forest on a blank piece of paper

What to do: 
1. Watch the video
2.  Draw all the animals that you saw in the 

wetland. Make sure you draw them in the 
correct place, like in the hollows of the trees, in 
the mud and in the water.

3.  When you have added all of the animals, colour 
in your mangrove ecosystem!

Park LIVE

The mangrove wetlands are an ever-
changing ecosystem due to the tide coming 
in and out over the land each day. As Ranger 
Liana and Ranger Viv has just shown you, 
mangrove forests are habitat for a large 
number of both land and marine animals.



Education in the Wetlands
Activity: Boomerang Colouring In

Share a photo of your artwork with us at:

Pose Set One

Ayoola has shared his knowledge on how 
natural ‘elbows’ in tree branches are used 
to create boomerangs for hunting. Symbols 
were sometimes painted or burned onto a 
boomerang to tell a story or just as a way to 
know whom each boomerang belonged to.  

@sydolympicpark
@sydneyolympicpark

What to do: 
On the Boomerang stencil below, create your own 
symbols that tell a story in your life, or get creative 
and make up an adventure story of your own.

Activities to do in your backyard: 
•  Find items in your backyard that are shaped like 

a boomerang.
•  Can you find a stick or the branch of a tree that 

has a bend in it just like a boomerang?
•  Collect a variety of items from nature and lay 

them on the ground to form the shape of a 
boomerang.

•  It takes many years of practice to throw a 
boomerang safely, do not attempt to throw any 
of the objects you find

Park LIVE



Education in the Wetlands
Activity: Mangroves are the Worlds Water Filter

Pose Set One

You have learnt how the Mangrove wetlands help to keep 
our oceans clean by filtering out all types of pollutants that 
humans put into our waterways. As the muddy tidal water 
flows into the mangrove wetland forest it slows down, almost 
to a stop and the mud (sediment) sinks to the forest floor.

You can recreate what happens in nature and see how muddy 
water can become clear by doing your own experiment at 
home.

@sydolympicpark
@sydneyolympicpark

What you will need:
•  A small clear plastic bottle or container with a lid (a reusable takeaway container works well)
• Water
• Spoon or small garden trowel
• Dirt
• Optional – device with a camera

What to do:
1.  1/2 fill your container with water from the tap

2.   Add around 2 tablespoon of dry dirt from your yard 

3. P ut on the lid and shake it up to mix the water with the dirt

4.  Leave the container to sit, and see how long it takes for most of the soil to sink to the bottom and for 
the water to look clearer. You may need A LOT of patience, if your dirt has a lot of small particles it will 
take a long time (maybe even overnight!) for the dirt to sink to the bottom.

5.  You might like to take 3-5 photos of your experiment as the water becomes clearer so you can 
compare how the water changed over time.

6.  You have now seen how mangrove wetlands help to clean the water from the ocean!

Safety Tip
-  Make sure you ask an adult to help you gather your equipment. Try to use a plastic jar or container 

instead of glass.

-  Collect dirt from your garden with the supervision of an adult. 

- At the end of your experiment, tip the dirty water out onto your garden (or use it in the next activity)

Park LIVE



Pose Set One

Now that you have created muddy water, put it to good use 
and make some art with it! We call this mud wash art. After 
you have created your drawing with crayons, you use a paint 
brush to brush the muddy water lightly over your entire page. 
The muddy water will stick to the areas on the page that do 
not have crayon on it.

Extend your learning
Activity: Mud Wash Artwork

Park LIVE

What you need
•  Your muddy water (you can make it darker by pouring some 

water out and adding more dirt)

•  Crayons

•  A piece of paper

•  A paintbrush

•  Your imagination!

What to do
1.  Using your crayons, draw something that you would find in a 

mangrove wetland. 

2.  Using the paintbrush, lightly brush the muddy water over your 
artwork. 

3. Leave your artwork to dry. 

4. Once dry, admire your beautiful original art!

Safety Tip
You might like to do this activity outside, because the muddy water 
can be very messy. Make sure you ask an adult in your home 
where you are allowed to set up this activity.




