
Explore the Park with  
Ranger Tom
Activity: See, Think and Wonder!

Park LIVE

What did you see?

What do you wonder?

What did you Think?

I am so excited that you got to see Ranger Tom talking about 
the beautiful Badu Mangrove wetland at Sydney Olympic 
Park. Now that you have been on this adventure with him, you 
can do your see, think and wonder activity about what you saw 
in the video!

@sydolympicpark
@sydneyolympicpark

Pose Set One



Explore the Park with  
Ranger Tom
Activity: Leaf Shake!

Park LIVE

What you need:
• An old white sheet or towel 
• Magnifying Glass (if you have one)
•  A phone or camera to take photos of what  

you find!

What to do: 
1.  Lay your sheet on the ground underneath a 

tree branch or bush 
2. Give the branch/bush a strong shake!
3.  Observe the little critters that fall onto  

your sheet
4.  Take a photo of some of the insects you find. 

Be quick! Some will scurry away very quickly!
5.  Gently shake off any critters left on the sheet 

– be gentle, we don’t want to hurt any.
6.  Try this on different plants in your yard and 

see if you find different insects.

Extra Advice
-  Some critters may bite or sting, do not attempt 

to catch or touch any of them. Instead, 
observe them and take a photo of what  
you find.

-  Ask an adult what sheet you are allowed  
to use.

 

Pose Set One

Ranger Tom showed you some of the different 
animals and insects that live in the Mangrove 
Wetland, if you look close enough. Discover the 
different insects that live in your backyard with this 
fun activity!



What you need:
•  Look around your yard for fallen sticks, leaves, rocks, flowers, seed 

pods etc. 

•  Only collect items that have fallen to the ground (don’t pull 
anything off of a plant otherwise you might damage the plant).

•  Prepare a smooth flat surface on the ground to create your 
artwork, like a concrete path, or pavers

•  Bring your imagination!

What to do:
1.  On a flat surface, use your collection of natural objects to create 

your bug– you could use sticks as legs or antennae or seed pods as 
body segments. Don’t forget to use your imagination!

2.  You might want to take a photo of your artwork to print out and 
hang on the fridge.

3.  When you have finished, return all of your natural items back to 
where you found them. Some of them might have been a tiny 
creatures’ home. 

Look closely at all the different creatures you 
found when you did your leaf shake activity. 
Some will be beetles with round bodies and 
wings; others will be like caterpillars with long 
skinny bodies and many legs, and others might 
be like ants with multiple sections to their bodies 
or spiders with 8 legs. Remember we are only 
using our eyes to look, not our hands to touch, 
because that could mean OUCH! 
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What to know more?



Explore the Park with  
Ranger Tom
Activity: Create an Insect Light Trap

Park LIVE

What you need:
•  A torch or outdoor light

What to do: 
1.  Wait until dark and then turn on your outdoor light 

or torch.
2.  The insects will not come straight away, so maybe 

leave the light on for 5 – 10 minutes before 
coming back for a look.

3.  Watch all the different insects that are attracted 
to your light! You might see moths, Christmas 
beetles, mosquitoes and more.

4.  Count how many different types of insects came 
around your light.

5.  If you’re lucky, you may also see other critters 
coming to eat the insects like geckos, spiders or 
even a possum or a bat!

Extend your thinking: If you were an animal that 
eats insects, would you be active and hunt at night? 
What do you call an animal that is awake and feeds 
at night?

Note
-  If it is cold, make sure you wear warm clothes 

outdoors.
-  Always have an adult with you if you are outdoors 

at night.
-  Remember, some critters can bite and sting, so 

don’t try to touch or pick any up.

Pose Set One

Not everyone has a fancy light trap like Ranger Tom, 
but you can still attract insects at night with a trusty 
torch or even the outdoor lights on your house! 



Explore the Park with  
Ranger Tom

Park LIVE

What you need
•  Pencil 
•  This sheet of animals, or you can draw these 

animals onto your own blank sheet of paper

What to do 
1.  You will be creating a mangrove wetland food 

web. 
2.  Use arrows to show the flow of energy from one 

animal to another. 
3.  Remember your arrow points to the animal that 

is the predator and the arrow is coming from the 
prey. The first arrow showing the flow of energy 
from one animal to another has already been 
done for you. 

Pose Set One

Ranger Tom talked about all the different animals that call 
the Badu Mangrove wetland home, and how they are all 
connected through something called a food web. A food web 
is the flow of energy from one organism to another, when it 
eats it. Just like when we get energy from eating our food!

An example is when a spider eats a mosquito and then a lizard 
eats the spider, then a bird eats that lizard and so on. 

 

Now that you have completed the 
Badu Mangrove wetland food 
web, try to create a food web 
of creatures in your own your 
backyard or neighbourhood! 
Take a look at all the different 
animals that visit your yard; it could 
be birds, worms and bugs in the 
soil, spiders in the trees, lizards in 
the grass, possums at night etc. and 
create a food web with the animals 
you find.
For example, the spider might eat 
a bee stuck in its web, then a bird 
might eat the spider, and so on. 
Some animals will be eaten by 
many different things. That animal 
will have multiple arrows pointing 
to a variety of animals.


